
THE TAFT B. BOTNER
DISTINGUISHED
PROFESSOR IN

ELEMENTARY AND
MIDDLE GRADES

EDUCATION

The College of Education and Allied Professions at
Western Carolina University seeks a nationally
renowned, collaborative scholar to expand and

enhance a strong academic program while
undertaking scholarly work to add to the knowledge
base of middle level education. We welcome interest

from scholars with expertise in middle level pedagogy
or content areas for the middle level with notable work

established through leadership, grant writing,
research, and instruction.

WESTERN  CAROLINA  UNIVERSITY  



Minimum Qualifications:  
1. Have the rank of professor and a doctoral degree in Middle Level
Education, Curriculum and Instruction, or a related content field from
an accredited institution.
2. At least three years of teaching experience in middle level settings
with eligibility for NC licensure.
3. Broad experience in middle level education, with expertise in
curriculum, developmentally responsive practices, and teacher
preparation.
4. An outstanding record of mentoring students at the undergraduate
and/or graduate level.
5. An outstanding record of teaching middle level education courses.
6. An exemplary record of the successful acquisition of grants and
ongoing research.
7. National recognition for work in the field of middle level education. 
8. Excellent leadership and service in the field of middle level
education.  

Preferred Qualifications: 
Candidates who can enhance the School of Teaching and Learning’s
commitment to diversity, equity, social justice, and global
education through teaching, research, and service are encouraged
to apply.
1. Preference will be given to the candidate with expertise in
differentiated instruction, responsive teaching, and the middle
school concept.
2. Experience teaching in distance and online environments.
3. Experience with and willingness to supervise teacher candidates.
 
Apply: https://jobs.wcu.edu/postings/11907

The Taft B. Botner Distinguished Professor will serve as a key full-time faculty member of the Middle Grades Education
Program and will work closely with The Catamount School, WCU’s lab school for 6th, 7th, and 8th graders.
Responsibilities will include teaching two undergraduate or graduate courses in one semester and one undergraduate or
graduate course in the other semester, for a 2/1 teaching load. The teaching will be on campus and/or online. The
successful applicant will be expected to bring innovation to the program through collaborative efforts in service,
scholarship, and grants. The Taft B. Botner Distinguished Professor will be tenured at the rank of Professor in Middle
Grades Education. The position has access to an endowment to support research and scholarly work as well as in support
of middle level clinical practice.


