
 

Middle Level Education Research (MLER)  
Special Interest Group (SIG)  

Mentoring Initiative for Graduate Students 
 
Are you interested in research on middle grades    
education and young adolescents? If so, please 
join us for a session on support available to  
advance your research efforts provided by the 
Middle Level Education Research (MLER) Special 
Interest Group (SIG) of AERA.  

The Middle Level Education Research (MLER) Special Interest Group (SIG) seeks to support 
graduate students through a virtual collaborative mentoring initiative. Throughout the year 
there will be a series of virtual sessions offered, all designed to provide support and mentorship 
for those who are interested in conducting research on middle grade education and young 
adolescents. Information on the spring 2021 session is listed below. Please mark your calendars 
and share this information with those in your professional circle.  
 
What:   Graduate Student Meet and Greet 
Sponsor: Middle Level Education Research Special Interest Group of AERA 
Who:   Open to all graduate students (MLER SIG members and nonmembers) 
When:   Friday, February 26, 2021 from 4:00-5:00 PM Eastern Time  
Where:  Online via Zoom: https://pace.zoom.us/j/95216721817 

Meeting ID: 952 1672 1817  Password: 484999 
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York).  +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 952 1672 1817 
Password: 484999 

Description:  This “Meet and Greet” informational session is for any graduate student who is  
interested in conducting research on middle grades education and young 
adolescents. The session will center on the question, “What does the MLER SIG 
have to offer me as a graduate student interested in middle grades education 
research (e.g., opportunities to publish, collaboration on research, support for 
proposal submission)?” There will be a short panel presentation along with an 
opportunity for attendees to ask the panel questions.  

Interested in joining the Middle Level Education Research Special Interest Group? 
There are many benefits of being a MLER SIG member such as the opportunity to: 

● Network with the largest group of middle grades researchers  
● Present at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association 
● Publication opportunities (e.g., The Chronicle of Middle Level Research, The Handbook 

of Research in Middle Level Education)  
● Special rates on publications 
● Recognition through various awards 
● Collaboration on special projects 

Please visit the American Educational Research Association’s website to become a member 
today! https://www.aera.net/Membership/Membership-Categories-Dues 



Panelists 
 

 
 

Dr. Jessica DeMink-Carthew (University of Vermont). Dr. DeMink-Carthew’s research 
centers on supporting middle school teachers in advocating for and creating 
developmentally responsive learning environments for young adolescents. Her 
current research focuses on social justice education, personalized learning, and 
proficiency-based learning as liberatory practices that can promote equity. She is an 
active advocate for middle grades education locally and nationally through her 
various roles as researcher, teacher educator, and community partner. She serves on 
the AMLE Research Advisory Council and is on the executive council of the MLER SIG. 
She has taught in France, Michigan, and Hawaii and continues to love learning with 
and from middle grades students and teachers. 

 

Dr. Lisa Harrison (Ohio University). Dr. Lisa Harrison is an Associate Professor in the 
Department of Teacher Education at Ohio University where she serves as the Middle 
Childhood Education Program Coordinator.  Dr. Harrison is co-editor of Middle School 
Journal and is a member of the Association for Middle Level Education Board of 
Trustees. She also is the chair of the Professional Preparation Advisory Committee for 
AMLE. Her research interests are in socio-cultural issues relating to young adolescent 
development, equity-oriented teacher education, and teaching for social justice. 
Previous to entering higher education, Dr. Harrison taught middle school 
mathematics in Brooklyn, NY. 

Dr. Kia Sarnoff (University of South Florida). Dr. Sarnoff recently earned her doctoral 
degree in Teacher Education with an emphasis on Middle Grades Mathematics 
Education from the University of South Florida. Dr. Sarnoff has extensive experience 
working in a residency-based clinical education program where she taught middle 
level coursework, classroom management, and supervised undergraduate preservice 
teachers. Dr. Sarnoff has taught middle school mathematics in public, Title I schools 
in Charleston County School District in Charleston, South Carolina. Dr. Sarnoff was an 
active Positive Behavior Interventions & Supports (PBIS) committee member and a 
robotics coach. She held various leadership roles in her time as a teacher such as 
grade level team leader, Teacher Curriculum Team leader, and PBIS data adviser. Dr. 
Sarnoff currently serves as the MLER SIG Graduate Student Representative.  

Dr. Matthew Moulton (Indiana State University). Dr. Moulton is an assistant 
professor of education at Indiana State University. He attended the University of 
Georgia and earned a Ph.D. in Educational Theory and Practice with an emphasis in 
middle grades education. He instructs undergraduate teacher education courses, 
supervises teacher candidates, and performs research at local middle schools. He has 
a passion for working with teacher candidates and young adolescents both in 
classrooms and in communities while seeking equitable and just practices for 
everyone with a special interest in student homelessness. He is also the Chair of the 
Association for Middle Level Education's Research Advisory Committee. 


